
LOVE OFFERING SUPPORTING REV. ERIC WRIGHT  

With so many prayers and loving support, you have continued to bless Rev. 
Eric Wright, Kathyrn, and their kids, as Eric continues radiation and chemo 
in his fight against glioblastoma, an aggressive form of brain cancer.  

1st Prez session invites you to give to a love offering for the family            
beginning this Sunday August 30th and continuing through September 13. 
Mission and Outreach is also contributing $1,000 towards the offering.  

Checks or gifts for the Love Offering can be written to 1st Presbyterian 
Church, memo: Eric Wright love offering. 

A Go Fund Me was created by a family friend to help the family with         
expenses with a goal of $55,000. $5,030 has been given online so far. 1st 
Prez gift will go directly to the Wright family, and not through the Go Fund 
Me Website (as there is a fee associated with the website, and families do 
not immediately receive gifts). 

May every gift and prayer shared with love strengthen Eric in his fight and 
healing, and grace the family with wonderful support. Thank you for the 
love and prayer you share so generously with the Wrights and with so 
many folks. 

Peace and love of Christ, Ryan 

 
Ministry of Friendship Sheets are in the red folders at the end of the pews. 

Please record your attendance. We would like to stay in touch with you!   

We welcome all people to worship God with this community of faith. If 
you have questions, or if we could provide any assistance, please let us 
know.     

First Presbyterian Church 
Jeffersonville, Indiana 

 We are disciples of Jesus Christ who love and serve others. 
   16th Sunday after Pentecost 
                     September 13, 2026 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Opening Sentences  (Inspired by Psalm 145:3 and Matthew 18:4) 

One:  Great is God, and greatly to be praised, sings the psalm. 

           Greatness in the kingdom of heaven, 

All:  Jesus tells us is found in becoming like a child, humble. 

 

Prelude                                             “Amazing Grace, My Chains Are Gone”
                                         arr. Phillip Keveren 

Prayer of Invocation  

 

*Call to Worship  

One:  God is in our midst this day.                                                                      The 
new life of resurrection is not something we patiently wait for  
in another life, or some abstract future, but is to be experienced right here, 
right now. The path to transformation is discipleship in Christ and                                                                                                  
All: each prayer, each moment of study, each relationship we    foster, and 
every act of service can be a step on that path.  
One: May this act of worship become a step in our lives.  
All:    Let us worship God! 

       
*Music                                                               “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 

                              Hymn #187 

 
TEXT: Thrupp's Hymns for the Young, 1836, alt. MUSIC (BRADBURY 8.7.8.7 D): William Batchelder Bradbury, 1859, alt. 

 



*Call to Reconciliation                               (a moment for silent, personal confession) 

*Prayer of Confession 

 Gracious and loving God, we find it difficult at times to place our 
trust in you. Too often we look at the world, and see only violence, pain, 

destruction, and signs of hopelessness and despair. Too often we rely on 
our own strength, our own plans, our own devices, rather than trusting in 
your hand to hold us, your love to sustain us, and your wisdom to see us 
through. We are lost sheep in need of a shepherd. Forgive us. Help us put 
our trust in you, that the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus may shine 
in our lives for all to see. Amen. 
 

*Assurance of Reconciliation 

One: In Jesus Christ, we are loved, we are forgiven,  
All: we are made new to care for the world God loves. Thanks be to God! 
 

*Response to God’s Grace  “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me” 
                               Hymn #582 

TEXT: Trad. liturgical text; adapt. Paul M. Vasile, 2008; © 2008 Paul M. Vasile 
MUSIC (GLORY TO GOD (Vasile)): Paul M. Vasile, 2008; © 2008 Paul M. Vasile 

 

*Passing of the Peace 
...The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

(Let us share Christ’s peace with those around us and continue growing as partners                                               
in Christ’s peace together) 

 
 

Special Music                                            “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” 
Kathy Bixler, Flute                                                                                              arr. Mack Wilberg 
Trish Read, Oboe 
 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   September Hope Chest  
 

 

 

Needs: 

Large Cans of Fruits and Vegetables 

 

 

To make a financial gift use the Hope Chest envelopes in the pews. 

 
First Presbyterian Church 

Phone: 812-283-8606 
www.1stprez.org 

Office Hours: 12:00 pm—4:00 pm / Monday—Friday 
 

Pastor—Rev. Ryan Bradney 

Music Director—Dr. David Borman III      Organist—Kevin Vest 

Bell Choir Director—Trish Read 

Sound/Video & Technology Engineer—Keith Noe 

Sound/Video Technicians-Jeff Herald, Lucy Lane,  

Tom Locke, Isaiah Simonis 

Clerk of Session—Beth Snyder 

Church Office—Connie Simrell 

Custodians— Rule 62 Cleaning LLC 

Today’s Liturgist—Rev. Nancy Waters 

Ushers:  Becky Herald, Roger Emily, Karen Bosc, Julie Hartzell 

 



This Week’s Calendar 
 
Sunday, September 13 
16th Sunday after Pentecost        
  9:30 am Adult Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship Service 
11:30 am Welcome Back Choir Reception 

   
Monday, September 14 

6:00 pm Christian Education 
 

Tuesday,  September 15 

1:30 pm Organ Tuning 
 

Wednesday, September 16 
4:30 pm Green Team Meeting 
5:15 pm Choir Practice 
6:15 pm Handbells Practice 
 

Thursday, September 17 
 

Friday, September 18 
 

Saturday, September 19 
8:30 am  Men’s Breakfast 
10:00 am—2:00 pm  Loaves & Fishes at 1st Prez 

  
Sunday, September 20 
17th Sunday after Pentecost        
  9:30 am Adult Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship Service 
11:30 am Equal Exchange 
  3:00 pm “Natives vs. Invaders” speaker Jeremy Beavins                                                                          

   

 
Attendance Last Sunday— 59 

Scripture                                                                              Matthew 18:1-5, 10-14                                                                                                                             

                                                   NRSV 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 

Sermon                                                                                         The Search of God 
                                                    Rev. Ryan Bradney                                                                
 

The ushers will collect Prayer Requests (yellow slips in the pews) during this hymn.  

                                       
*Music                                                            “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
                                                                                                                                          Hymn #802 

 
TEXT: Henry Williams Baker, 1868 

MUSIC (ST. COLUMBA 8.7.8.7): Irish melody; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906, alt. 

 

*Affirmation of Faith  

 We believe in God, the creator and giver of life, who brought all   
creation to birth, who mothers us and fathers us, protecting, nurturing, 
and cherishing us. We believe in Jesus Christ: God born among us as a  
fragile baby, embodying both love and the need for love, and calling us to 
rest in God as trustingly as a tiny child. We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
breathed into us at our birth, always drawing us on to be born again,       
encouraging, exhorting, comforting, nourishing our growth and inspiring 
our living. We believe in the reconciliation of the world to God, through 
Christ.  And we believe that each new child is a glimpse of the face of God,  
a sign of the life to come, and a call to live in peace and celebrate living  
together. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer  

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our    
daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 



                           
Invitation to Generosity 
 

Offertory Music 
 

*Doxology                                                  “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” 
                                                      Hymn #619
     

TEXT: Henry Francis Lyte, 1834; adapt. Ecumenical Women’s Center, 1974; adapt. © 1974 Ecumenical  
Women’s Center MUSIC (LAUDA ANIMA 8.7.8.7.8.7): John Goss, 1869 

 

Prayer of Dedication  

God, we recognize that the greatest gift is the gift of love. 
May our offerings distribute this love to the world: 
the small world we inhabit with the suffering people we know; 
the larger world where the power of love is sorely needed. Amen. 
 

*Music                                                                                             “Jesus Loves Me” 

                    Hymn #188 
TEXT: Stanza 1, Anna Bartlett Warner, 1859; stanza 2, David Rutherford McGuire, 1971 
MUSIC (JESUS LOVES ME 7.7.7.7 with refrain): William Batchelder Bradbury, 1862, alt. 

   

Charge and Blessing 
 

Postlude                                                                                                        “Jubilate”                                                                                                  
                           Gordon Young 

 

 

CELEBRATE THE SEASON OF CREATION! 
Native plants will be the topic of a free community presentation by 
Charlestown State Park naturalist Jeremy Beavin, on Sunday, Sept. 20 at       
3 p.m. in the sanctuary. Jeremy will explain why and how to use native      
plants in his “Natives vs. Invaders” (Plant this, not that) presentation.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

Adult Sunday School 
 

Join us as we celebrate the Season of Creation with a class on how our faith      
connects to creation care and climate justice!  We will watch Blessed Tomorrow’s 
Film Series, Caring for the Earth:  Stories from Faith Communities starting         
September 13 through October 4.  Carol Dunn and Beth Snyder will lead the four 
sessions. 

Growing Partnership with Franklin Square 
First Prez is deepening the partnership with Franklin Square Elementary. We hope 
that you will join in one of the many ways we can faithfully make a difference in 
students lives! One of our first opportunities is through the 321 Read Volunteer 
Program. 321 Read connects volunteers with young students who need a little  
extra support while learning to read. Meet with your student once each week for 
30-40 minutes. Visit YouthLinkSI.org/become-a-volunteer  
                                     

AGO Organ Crawl  
The Organ Crawl takes place on September 26 from 9:30 am at Wall St. United 
Methodist, 10:00 am at St. Paul’s Episcopal, 10:30 am at St. Luke’s United Church 
of Christ, 11:00 am at First Presbyterian (Asia Vincent playing) and 11:30 am at St. 
Augustine Catholic Church (Kevin Vest playing). Each location will be a 15-20       
minute mini-concert.                                                   

Presbyfriends September Meeting 

Join us on Wednesday, September 23, at noon in the Chapel to celebrate Carl and 
Mary Kramer’s trip to Egypt with pictures, artifacts, discussions, and a question-
and-answer session following a presentation. Bring a brown bag lunch. Family and 
friends are welcome. Contact Rodney Smithey or Debbie Cover with questions. 

 
                                                Loaves and Fishes         
Loaves and Fishes will be held at First Presbyterian on Saturday, September 19. If 
you would like to help, text or email Sandy Riggle at sandyriggle@sbcglobal.net or 
812-913-8541. You will need to be at the church around 10:00 a.m.  

 


